
 
 
 
 
  

Terry E. Branstad                             OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR                                     Kim Reynolds 

   GOVERNOR                                                                                                                                      LT. GOVERNOR 
 

STATE CAPITOL    DES MOINES,   IOWA   50319   515-281-5211   FAX: 515-725-3528     
www.Governor.Iowa.gov 

 

July 25, 2013 
 

The Honorable John A. Boehner 
Speaker, U.S .House of Representatives  
H-232 Capitol Building  
Washington, DC  20515 
 

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi 
Minority Leader, U.S .House of Representatives 
H-204 Capitol Building 
Washington, DC  20515

The Honorable Harry Reid 
Majority Leader, U.S. Senate 
S-221 Capitol Building 
Washington, DC  20510 

The Honorable Mitch McConnell 
Minority Leader, U.S. Senate 
S-230 Capitol Building 
Washington, DC  20510

 

Dear Speaker Boehner, Majority Leader Reid, Minority Leader Pelosi, and Minority Leader McConnell: 
 

As leaders from a key agricultural state, we write to encourage swift conference committee resolution of the 
differing farm bill measures that have passed both chambers of Congress.  Quick resolution will allow you to 
seize the opportunity to enact needed farm program reforms, gain real cost savings, improve the 
sustainability of the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), and provide long-term certainty for 
farm families and agricultural producers. 
 

We applaud both chambers for moving forward significant programmatic reforms that improve risk 
management and focus and improve the sustainability of relevant farm programs.  We commend the U.S. 
Senate for taking a comprehensive approach to reauthorization, including reforms to both farm programs 
and SNAP.  We admire Congressman Lucas and Congressman Peterson for pushing for significant SNAP 
savings in the version of the legislation that passed their committee.  We hope that such significant savings 
can be realized in a bipartisan compromise demonstrating Congress has a willingness to scale back Federal 
government spending and make the Federal government work for American people. 
 

We join agricultural and conservation stakeholders to encourage passage of a long-term farm bill.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Terry E. Branstad     Kim Reynolds 
Governor of Iowa     Lt. Governor of Iowa 
 
 
 
Bill Northey      Chuck Gipp 
Secretary, Iowa Department of    Director, Iowa Department of  
Agriculture & Land Stewardship    Natural Resources 
 

cc: Iowa Congressional Delegation 
Relevant Congressional Committee Leadership 
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